
Supporting effective revision
Knowledge Organisers and GCSEPod



WHAT IS A KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER?

• A folder which sets out 

the key information that 

you must know for your 

exams

• Students will feel more 

confident in the 

language being used in 

your lessons

• It will help students to 

remember more and be 

successful in your exams 

throughout school



WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU USE A KNOWLEDGE 

ORGANISER

Anyone can improve their 

knowledge. If you use your KO 

regularly you will:

• know more

• be more confident

• your brain will literally 

grow!

• enjoy your learning 

more



PREPARING FOR EXAMS

In order to be successful you need to revisit what you learn in lessons 

regularly – your teachers can help you with this!



WHAT DOESN’T WORK

If your child is doing any of these things, 

they may be wasting their time!

• Colour coding revision timetables and 

highlighting notes

• Staring at books or re-reading your 

notes

• Doing anything to avoid revision 

(procrastinating)

• Revising when they should be sleeping!



TECHNIQUE #1: MINDMAPPING

• A diagram used to visually 

represent or outline information.

• Mind mapping works like the brain 

so it allows you to organise 

information faster and more 

efficiently.

• Use information from your KO or 

revision guide to create mind maps

• Use colours and images, keeping 

writing to a bare minimum. 



TECHNIQUE #2: FLASHCARDS

• Use the KO to make flash cards.

• Write the question on one side and 

on the other side record the 

answer.

• Students can test themselves or 

each other to make sure you know 

all the information on the card.

• These are good for testing key 

words and definitions

• You can test your child regularly 

using these!



TECHNIQUE #3: REVISION CLOCKS

• Start by drawing a basic clock

• Break your KO down into 12 sub-

categories

• Revise each slot for 5 minutes, turn 

the clock over and try to write out 

as much information as you can 

from one segment

• Try to include images or diagrams 

to help you remember the key 

information



TECHNIQUE #4: GRAPHIC ORGANISER

• Use different ways to organise 

information from your KO

• For example, an infographic, 

timeline, cartoon strip, Venn 

diagram or diagram of parts that 

work together.

• Work your way up from drawing 

what you know from memory. 



TECHNIQUE #5: LOOK, COVER, WRITE, CHECK, CORRECT

• This simple technique is most often 

used for practicing spelling of key 

terms in your KO

• It is also a great way of learning 

definitions.

• You must keep practicing the words 

you get incorrect and don’t settle 

for anything less that perfect!



TECHNIQUE #6: KEYWORD MNEMONICS

• Make up a sentence where each 

word begins with the same letter as 

the word you need to remember.

e.g: Colours of the rainbow: ‘Richard Of 
York Gave Battle In Vain’ (Red, Orange, 
Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet)

e.g: The order of the planets: ‘My Very 
Enthusiastic Mother Just Served Us 
Noodles’ (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune


