25th November 2020
Dear Parents & Carers
Year 10 Newsletter
It has certainly been a busy few weeks at De Warenne for Year 10. I just wanted to take this
opportunity to write and update you on what has been happening in the Academy as well as
to say how proud I am of the way the year group has adapted to the changes we have put
in place to keep the children safe in these testing times.
Pupils are working hard in their option subjects as well as in their English, maths and science
lessons and have recently completed a week of trial exams. They’ve certainly shown resilience
in these and we can’t wait for them to be marked to see how well they have done!
Amazing day
As part of the curriculum offer, Year 10 took part in a fantastic
drop-down day on the 9th October. We welcomed visitors from
South Yorkshire police as well as an amazing workshop from
Paul Hannaford, who spoke candidly about his life and the
dangers of addiction (drugs and alcohol) as well as
involvement in gangs, knife crime and county lines. Our guests
were joined by our own ‘in-house’ experts who delivered
sessions on child sexual
exploitation, child criminal
exploitation and issues
surrounding mental
health.

Thank you!
Understandably, the way we function as an Academy has changed significantly since we
returned in September and, on behalf of all the staff, we would like to thank you for your
support in the new way we operate. Year 10 arrive for 8:20, enter through the side gate
wearing a face mask, and queue up to wash their hands and have done so amazingly well
since reopening. Year 10 have been superb following the new protocols and this is a good
opportunity to say a massive well done to all from myself and Mrs. Nadin who has worked
tirelessly supporting the year group.

100% Attendance
Despite the difficulties posed by the COVID-19 pandemic many Year 10 pupils have managed
to attend school every day during the first half term. For this they were rewarded with a
celebration event involving a McDonald’s lunch where 85 pupils were invited!

Hegarty maths and GCSEPod success
All pupils are directed to Hegarty maths and GCSEPod homework on a weekly basis – please
encourage them to log on and complete it. Pupils who completed the most Hegarty maths
tasks and watched the most GCSEPods (short revision clips) during the first half term were
rewarded with breakfast bagels at breaktime. Well done to all of you who are putting in the
effort at home!
How can you help?
Year 10 is a vital time in secondary education. It is the start of Key Stage 4 and that all
important run in to their GCSE exams. At this time, some pupils can feel the pressure of
Academy life but there’s lots you can do at home to help. All pupils in Year 10 have a
knowledge organiser which is a plastic wallet folder that consists of information sheets that
pupils will need to revise at home. These sheets contain key information that pupils will need
to know and will be tested on at the start of their lessons. Ask your child about their knowledge
organiser and get them to explain the revision sheets that are in there!
Additionally, we have worked hard to ensure pupils have access to work from their subjects if
they’re unfortunately having to self-isolate. Year 10 have received assemblies and information
regarding the use of Microsoft Teams where they can access the ‘classroom’ from home.

More information regarding the online Academy can be
found at https://www.dewarenne.org.uk/online-academy

PROUD Thursday
Every Thursday, pupils in Year 10 who have
produced ‘beautiful work’ in their lessons are
given a sticker in their books by their class
teacher. They then bring their books with them
at lunch to show a member of the senior
leadership team who rewards them with a
certificate and sweets. Well done to all year 10
pupils who have produced beautiful work – let’s
see more of it!

Remembrance
Finally, on the 11th November, the entire Academy fell silent to
remember the fallen. Everyone took part in the assembly which
preceded a two-minute silence giving the entire Academy a
moment to pause, reflect and remember in what has been an
incredibly busy (and different) first term so far.

I’d like to wish all our pupils and families a safe and happy end to 2020, and, a merry Christmas
(when we get there!)
Kind Regards
Mr J Hall
Vice Principal,
Senior Leadership Team Lead for Year 10

